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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 20-24,36, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Hayashi et al(7207083). 

Hayashi et al teaches a removable dust collecting receptacle comprising a dust 
separator(104) which operates according to the centrifugal force principle and which 
has an inlet opening(115) for receiving dust laden air Including a first dust fraction and a 
second dust fraction, a first outlet(1 17 in figure 7a) for removing the first dust fraction 
separated from the dust laden air by the dust separator, a first dust collecting 
compartment(1 05) in fluid flow communication with the first outlet and at least partially 
collecting the first dust fraction, a separating devlce(filter 112) separating the second 
dust fraction from at least one of the dust laden air and the first dust fraction, and a 
second dust collecting compartment at least partially collecting the second dust fraction 
separated by the separating device. Hayashi et al further teaches wherein the 
separating device is constructed to separate the second dust fraction from the dust 
laden air or first dust fraction. Hayashi et al further teaches wherein the dust collecting 
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receptacle has a second outlet(131) for removing tlie second dust fraction separated by 
the separating device into the second dust collecting compartment, the second dust 
collecting compartment being in fluid flow communication with the second outlet. 
Hayashi et al further teaches wherein the separating device is arranged between the 
dust separator and at least one of the first dust collecting compartment and the second 
dust collecting compartment. Hayashi et al further teaches wherein the first dust 
collecting compartment is separated from the second dust collecting compartment by a 
dividing wall which forms a channel wall of an entrance channel arranged before the 
inlet opening in the direction of flow of the dust laden air. Hayashi et al further teaches 
wherein the first dust collecting compartment for receiving the first dust fraction has a 
larger volume than the second dust collecting compartment for receiving the second 
dust fraction. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 25-36 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 25 recites "wherein the dust separator includes a cylindrical side wall 
having an opening and the separator device includes a separator surface arranged in 
the opening of the side wall". Hayahsi et al teaches a first outlet on a side wall, but 
does not teach a cylindrical side wall having an opening and the separator device 
includes a separator surface arranged in the opening of the side wall. It would not have 



Application/Control Number: 10/554,124 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1797 

been obvious to someone of ordinary skill in the art at tlie time of the invention to 
provide a cylindrical side wall having an opening and the separator device includes a 
separator surface arranged in the opening of the side wall because Hayahsi et al does 
not suggest such a modification. Claims 26-36 depend on claim 25 and hence would 
also be allowable upon incorporation of claims 24 and 25 into claim 20. 
Claims 39-48 are allowed. 

Claim 39 recites " a second dust outlet at least partially defined by the side wall 
and receiving the second dust fraction". Hayashi et al teaches a vacuum cleaner 
comprising a housing(figure 5) defining a dust compartment, a dust collecting receptacle 
removably disposed within the dust compartment and having a dust separator(1 04) 
centrifugally separating dust fractions from dust laden air, the dust separator including a 
side wall forming a substantially cylindrical chamber, an inlet opening(1 15) at least 
partially defined by the side wall and receiving dust laden air including a first dust 
fraction and a second dust fraction into the dust separator, a first outlet(1 17) at least 
partially defined by the side wall and receiving the first dust fraction separated from the 
dust laden air by the dust separator, a first dust collecting compartment (105) in fluid 
flow communication with the first outlet and at least partially collecting the first dust 
fraction, a second dust collecting compartment. However Hayashi et al is silent as to a 
second dust outlet at least partially defined by the side wall and receiving the second 
dust fraction. It would not have been obvious to someone of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to provide a second dust outlet at least partially defined by the 
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side wall and receiving the second dust fraction because Hayashi et a! does not suggest 
such a modification. Claims 40-48 depend on claim 39 and hence are also allowed. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert A. Hopkins whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 159. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30am-5pm, 
every Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1 166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Rah 

September 28, 2009 

/Robert A Hopkins/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 



